
Citation Styles Guide 
This guide compares the core elements APA, MLA & Turabian Citation Styles to help your writing 

papers and creating bibliographies or works cited, etc., in various disciplines.  Copies of the style guides 
are available on the Library’s Reserve Shelf behind the circulation desk. 

APA - Journal article (Ref ex. 1-22): print, online & from aggregated database (see above webpage): 

Amato, P., & Fowler, F. (2002). Parenting practices, child adjustment, and family diversity. Journal of Marriage & 

Family, 64(3), 703-716. 

MLA - Journal article : print (5.7-5.7.6), online (5.9.4) & from aggregated database (5.9.7): 

Amato, Paul R., and Frieda Fowler.  “Parenting Practices, Child Adjustment, and Family Diversity.” Journal of Marriage 

& Family 64 (2002): 703-16. 

Amato, Paul R., and Frieda Fowler.  “Parenting Practices, Child Adjustment, and Family Diversity.” Journal of Marriage 
& Family 64 (2002): 703-16.  SocINDEX with Full Text.  EBSCO.  San Diego Christian College Lib.  21 May 2008 
<http://search.ebscohost.com/>. 

Turabian - Journal article: print (17.2-17.4.2), online & from aggregated database (17.2.7): 

Amato, Paul R., and Frieda Fowler.  “Parenting Practices, Child Adjustment, and Family Diversity.” Journal of Marriage 

& Family 64, no. 3 (August 2002): 703-16. 

Amato, Paul R., and Frieda Fowler.  “Parenting Practices, Child Adjustment, and Family Diversity.” Journal of Marriage 

& Family 64, no. 3 (August 2002): 703-16.  http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?

direct=true&db=psyh&AN=2002-17716-012&site=ehost-live (accessed May 21, 2008). 
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APA’s Publication Manual (5th ed.), R150.02 P976m 5.  See General forms (4.07) & Examples of References in APA Style 
4.16 (pp. 231-281), & also Electronic Media and URLs  http://www.apastyle.org/elecmedia.html  (This includes up-
dated information about how to cite electronic/online sources, superseding the 5th ed.) 

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (6th ed.), R 808.02 M689mh 6.  See  (pp. 139-235) 
Turabian’s A Manual for Writers of Research Papers... (7th ed.), R 808.023 T929m 7.  See  (pp. 160-215) 

APA - Nonperiodical (Ref ex. 23-40): 

Berg-Cross, L. (2000).  Basic concepts in family therapy: An introductory text.  New York: Haworth Press. 

MLA - Books and other Nonperiodical Publications: print (5.6-5.6.25), online (5.9.3,5.97): 

Berg-Cross, Linda.  Basic Concepts in Family Therapy: An Introductory Text.  New York: Haworth Press, 2000. 

Johnson, Susan M., and Valerie E. Whiffen, eds.  Attachment Processes in Couple and Family Therapy. New York: Guil-

ford Press, 2003. ebrary.  San Diego Christian College Lib.  21 May 2006 <www.ebrary.com> 

Turabian - Books: print (17.1-17.19), online (17.1.10): 

Berg-Cross, Linda.  Basic Concepts in Family Therapy: An Introductory Text.  New York: Haworth Press, 2000. 

Johnson, Susan M., and Valerie E. Whiffen, eds.  Attachment Processes in Couple and Family Therapy. New York: Guil-
ford Press, 2003.  http://site.ebrary.com/lib/sdcc/Doc?id=10172282  (accessed May 21, 2008). 

http://www.apastyle.org/elecmedia.html


APA - Online/Internet documents (4.15, see also Electronic Media and URLs  http://www.apastyle.org/elecmedia.html): 

Hauser, J. (2005).  Anxiety: Generalized anxiety disorder.  Retrieved May 20, 2008, from http://psychcentral.com/

disorders/anxiety/gad.html 

MLA - Electronic Publications (5.9-5.9.9): 

Hauser, John.  “Anxiety: Generalized Anxiety Disorder.”  2 Feb. 2005  PsycCentral.  20 May 2008 <http://

psychcentral.com/disorders/anxiety/gad.html>. 

Turabian - Informally Published Electronic Sources (17.7-17.73): 

Hauser, John.  “Anxiety: Generalized Anxiety Disorder.”  PsychCentral.  http://psychcentral.com/disorders/anxiety/

gad.html (accessed May 20, 2008). 
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APA - Entry in an encyclopedia (Ref ex. 38): 

Aronson, E.  (2000).  Cognitive Dissonance.  In Encyclopedia of psychology (Vol. 2, pp. 241-242).  New York: Oxford. 

MLA - An Article in a Reference Book (5.6.8): 

Aronson, E.  “Cognitive Dissonance.”  Encyclopedia of Psychology.  Ed. Alan E. Kazdin.  8 vols.  New York: Oxford, 2000. 

Turabian - Reference Works (17.5.3) τ see note about well-known reference works: 

Kazdin, Alan E., ed.  Encyclopedia of Psychology.  New York: Oxford, 2000. 

APA - Part of a nonperiodical (e.g., book chapter), (Ref ex. 34-37, 39, 40): 

Street, J. (2005).  Why biblical counseling and not psychology? In J. MacArthur & W. A. Mack (Eds.), Counseling: How 

to counsel biblically (pp. 31-45). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 

MLA - A Work in an Anthology (5.6.7): 

Street, John.  “Why Biblical Counseling and Not Psychology?”  Counseling: How to Counsel Biblically.  Ed. John MacAr-

thur & Wayne A. Mack.  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2005.  31-45. 

Turabian - Chapters and Other Titled Parts of a Book (17.1.8): 

Street, John.  “Why Biblical Counseling and Not Psychology?”  In Counseling: How to Counsel Biblically,  edited by John 

MacArthur & Wayne A. Mack, 31-45.  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2005. 

Bible: All three style manuals instruct the citing of the Bible in the text or notes, but not the reference list/works cited/

bibliography. 

APA (3.100) 

MLA (6.4.8, 7.7.1, 3.6.5) 

Turabian (17.5.2, 24.6) 

APA - (3.102 Personal communications): Cite personal communications in 
text only since they do not provide recoverable data. 

MLA - An Interview (5.8.7): for the purposes of documentation, there are 
three kinds of interviews. 

Turabian - Interviews and personal communications (17.6.3), Television programs and Other broadcast sources (17.8.3): 
unpublished interviews should usually be cited only in notes. 

Turabian (16.2.3) Sources That 
May Be Omitted: 
There are certain types of sources 
that can be omitted from a 

bibliography, including: classical works, 
the Bible and other sacred works, well-
known reference works (like dictionaries), 
unpublished interviews, etc. 
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