
e-book Collections 
The College Library has access to 55,000 e-books in five e-book collections.  The e-books can be located 

and accessed through the Library Catalog or the individual databases.  By using the College Library’s Online 
Catalog, you can search for books across all five e-book collections at one time.   
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ebrary® 
The Academic Complete e-book 
database covers all academic 
subject areas including business, computers, technology, 
humanities, education, social sciences and fiction & 
currently contains more than 40,447 titles from more 
than 220 of the world’s leading academic, STM, and 
professional publishers. 
 

ebrary Reader 
ebrary Reader is a software plug-in that works with your 
web browser. It lets you view the actual pages of a book, 
search the full text, print selected pages, and link to a 
variety of reference sites to get more information. The 
Reader is available for a variety of web browsers on both 
Windows and Macintosh computers.  Click on Get ebrary 
Reader (upper right hand corner of the main page). 
 

Searching & Browsing 
To do a Simple search, enter a word or phrase and click  
Search.  This searches for any instance of your word (or 
phrase) in the text, title, and subject, author and 
publisher.  Put quotation marks around phrases.  If you 
want to perform a more complex search with multiple 
words or phrases, click the Advanced search button.  
Search results are sorted by Relevance. You can also Sort 
results by: Title, Contributor (author), Publisher, or Date.  
 

Click the Browse button to view the collection by subject. 
The subjects are listed per Library of Congress 
classifications and are in alphabetical order within 
subject. Click on the desired subject in the left hand 
frame. An approximate number of titles pertaining to that 
general subject will be in parentheses.  If you wish to be 
more specific with your subject choice, click on the [+] 
plus sign to the left of the subject. A heading tree will 
then appear and additional subject headings will be 
shown. Click on any subject link to obtain a list of the 
specific documents in the Search Results page. 
 

Bookshelf (personal account) 
The Bookshelf feature enables you to create a dynamic 
archive of bookmarks, highlightings, & personal notes as 
you conduct your research.  Your Personal Bookshelf is 
protected with a username and password. Items archived 
on your Bookshelf can be removed at any time.  To add an 
item to your Bookshelf, click on InfoTools   menu (on the 
ebrary Reader Toolbar) and select Add to Bookshelf from 
the drop-down menu. 
 

Copy & Print Text 
ebrary allows you to copy (from the Copy Selected Text 
button on the ebrary Reader Toolbar or InfoTools menu.   
When you paste the text into your document, it will 
include the bibliographical citation with a URL that links 
back to the exact page from which the information was 
obtained.   The Print menu item allows you to print pages 
also with a bibliographical citation.  You must print by 
using the Print button on the ebrary Reader Toolbar or 
InfoTools menu. Printing directly from the  Web browser 
will not print the ebrary content. 
 

Gale Virtual Reference Library 
This collection of 15 reference works 
published by Thompson/Gale cover 
the arts & humanities, history & 
culture, religion, science & 
psychology, including: Contemporary American Religion;  
Dictionary of American History; Encyclopedia of Bioethics; 
Encyclopedia of Buddhism; Encyclopedia of Religion; 
Encyclopedia of Science, Technology, and Ethics; 
Encyclopedia of World Cultures; Gale Encyclopedia of 
Psychology; New Catholic Encyclopedia; St. James 
Encyclopedia of Popular Culture, etc.  
 

Search, Browse & Retrieval 
At the Basic Search page, enter one or more words in the 
Find box, select a search option by clicking one of the 

To access the e-book, click on the 

title to go into the Full Description.  

e-books are identified by the e-book icon 

and “e-book” in the Call Number Field. 

To search for only e-books in the library catalog, 

go to Advanced Search, select Copy Type: e-book. 

The Full Description screen includes the URL link which takes you directly 

to e-book.   You will be prompted to log in using your network account. 



 

e-book Collections 

radio buttons below the Find box (document title, 
keyword or entire document) and click the Search button.  
From the Basic Search page you can also choose to 
browse a specific e-book publication in its entirety.  You 
can view a result in full-text (html) or .pdf (scanned image 
of print page) and either print, email or download the 
item. 
 

netLibrary 
This collection includes over 
9,900 e-books from many 
subjects areas including: American history, sociology, 
medical science, business, literature, education computer 
science, technology, psychology and religion. 
 

Searching, Displaying & Reading 
Use Basic Search to quickly find e-books using a single 
search field (keyword, title, subject, author, or full-text).  
You can construct more precise searches using multiple 
fields (title, author, full-text, keyword, publisher, subject, 
or ISBN), Boolean operators, and limits ( publication year, 
language, or format) in Advanced Search. 
 

The Search Results screen displays the e-books that match 
your search criteria. You can revise or re-sort (title, oldest 
- newest) these results from the dropdown menu.  Click 
on “View this e-book” to open the full-text in the online 
reader (Adobe Acrobat Reader).  A tool palette, including 
the Table of Contents, e-Content details, Notes and a 
dictionary, displays in the left-hand frame of the online 
reader. You can size of the contents areas/tool palette  
(designated by the small red arrows on either side of the 
line) by dragging the line.  
 

Print & Copy 
You can print single pages or copy selections of the full-
text e-book using your Web browser's print and copy 
functions.  To print: collapse the Tool Palette (click on 
small red arrows), and select File | Print.  To copy: 
highlight the selected text and select Edit | Copy or use 
Ctl-C (use Ctl-P to paste into your document).   
 

Personal Account 
You can set up a free personal account to create a list of 
Favorite books & make notes in individual full-text             
e-books. 
 

Oxford Reference Online Premium 
Oxford Reference Online 
brings together language 
and subject reference works 
from one of the world's biggest reference publishers into 
a single cross-searchable resource.  It contains about 100 
dictionary, language reference, and subject reference 
works published by Oxford University Press, plus an 

expanding range (approx. 75) key titles from the 
acclaimed Oxford Companions Series, including the 
Oxford Dictionary of Quotations.  This fully-indexed, cross
-searchable database of  books gives unprecedented 
access to a comprehensive information resource. 
 

Search Tools 
When you log into Oxford Reference Online, it will open 
on the Premium Collection (PC) Home page. From here 
you can go straight into a Quick Search by typing a 
keyword or keywords into the input box and clicking Go.  
OR, Follow the Advanced Search link to search either the 
full text or just entry headings. You can also restrict your 
search to one or more subjects or books, or to find 
references only to people or dates.  On the PC Home page 
you can also search or browse within a particular subject 
or book. 
 

Browse 
The Browse tool allows you to scan through a list of the 
entries in that book, just as you would scan through the 
index of a printed book.  What you see in the Browse view 
depends on whether you started your browsing from the 
PC Home page or from within a subject or book level 
page. 
 

Print & Email 
You can print an article (through the browser) or email it. 
 

PsycBOOKS 
APA provides 1,551 e-books published 
between 1950-2007, including 100 out-of-
print books and 800+ classic psychology 
titles dating back to the early 19th 
century. More than 1,500 authored 
entries from the APA/Oxford University Press 
Encyclopedia of Psychology are included as well as the 
Thesaurus of Psychological Index Terms as found in 
PsycINFO. 
 

If you accessing the ebooks through the library catalog, 
PsycBOOKS will take you to the Publications Details page.  
Click on the links under All Issues (to the right) until you 
come to the Results list OR Click on a hyperlinked chapter 
under the Table of Contents.   For more information 
about EBSCOhost databases, use the Database Guides for 
Academic Search Premier. 
 

Searching & Retrieval 
This database performs like most EBSCOhost databases.  
The books are accessible at the chapter level in .pdf 
images (no html).  You can email, save, or print your 
results, or save to your MyEBSCOhost account. 

Help ɂ For more information about using the library’s e-book collection databases, click on Help in the databases or the 
Vendor Guides (tutorials) linked from the library’s website under Search Tools: EBSCO, ebrary & netLibrary. 


